

[bookmark: _Toc215040777]Annex 1 - Template of the application form

NOTE – This document is a word version of the form that will have to be filled on the ESF SmartSimple Platform.
[bookmark: _Toc215040779]Preliminary information:  
Please complete the application in English, otherwise it will not be considered. 

Project Title: 
Project Acronym: 
Abstract (max 200 words) 

Contact details of the project coordinator: Title, First and Last name, affiliation, email address 

☐ I confirm that I have the authority to submit the proposal on behalf of my organisation and on behalf of the organisations mentioned in the application (as Co-applicants, if any) *  

Organisation type: Public organisation, RPO, Universitiy, Research center, Association, Other. 

Legal Name of the organisation* 
Short name of the organisation (if any) 
Country of the organisation* 
PIC number of the organisation (if applicable) 
Website link (if any) 


Co-Applicants Details:
Please indicate the information about your Co-Applicants (if any)
	Short Name* 
	Legal Name* 
	PIC 
	Organisation type 
	Country

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 



Budget Repartition
If you have co-applicants details, indicate the Budget Repartition per partner. Do not forget to add a line for the Project Coordinator 

	Partner n° 
	Short Name 
	Budget Allocated 

	1 - Project Coordinator 
	 
	 

	2 
	 
	 

	3 
	 
	 

	4 
	 
	 

	5 
	 
	 


 
Please indicate the territory (or territories) within the Atlantic and Arctic that your project focuses on (select one or more as appropriate):
☐	France
☐	Ireland
☐	Spain
☐	Portugal
☐	Norway
☐	Faroe Islands
☐	Greenland
☐	Iceland
☐         Canada
☐         UK
☐	Other

If you selected Other, please indicate the corresponding territory (or territories):


Please select the objective(s) you plan to address within your project (select at least one):
☐ Protecting and restoring marine and freshwater ecosystems and biodiversity. 
☐ Preventing and eliminating pollution of our oceans, seas and waters. 
☐ Advancing a carbon neutral blue and circular economy. 
 

Project Duration (select one): 

☐ 6 Months 
☐ 12 Months 
☐ 18 Months 
☐ 24 Months 
 
☐ I confirm I agree with the following statement: All information provided in this application will be treated as confidential and used solely for evaluation and administrative purposes within the BlueActionAA framework. This data will be processed by ESF (Data Controller) in accordance with EU Regulation 2016/679 (GDPR) and other applicable data protection legislation.  For full information on data rights, retention periods, data sharing, see SmartSimple’s privacy policy. 

☐ I confirm that to my best knowledge neither the project as a whole nor any parts of it have benefitted from any other EU grant (including EU funding managed by authorities in EU Member States or other funding bodies, e.g. EU Regional Funds, EU Agricultural Funds, etc.). If NO, explain and provide details.  

☐ I confirm that to our best knowledge neither the project as a whole nor any parts of it are (nor will be) submitted for any other EU grant (including EU funding managed by authorities in EU Member States or other funding bodies, e.g. EU Regional Funds, EU Agricultural Funds, etc.). If NO, explain and provide details.  

Does your project raise any ethical issues? 
☐ No
☐ Yes (please fill in the Ethics and Compliance section under Excellence))  


☐ I confirm compliance with the European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity

 
How did you learn about the call?
☐ BlueActionAA website
☐ BlueActionAA webinar
☐ Social media
☐ Funding portal
☐ Partner organisation
☐ In-person events
☐ Other

If you selected "Other", please give more details
Project Upload 
From this point/section onwards, the information is filled-in in a .doc/.docx template and submitted as .pdf on SmartSimple:   

Use of the template provided is mandatory – please pay attention to the word limits and formatting requirements. Page limits are absolute. Any pages exceeding the limits will be cut from the application submitted to reviewers. 
• Language: English. 
• Paper size: A4 with margins of at least 15mm 
• Body: Arial, size 11; single line spacing 
• References should be no less than Arial 9. 
• The document must be in PDF format and must not exceed 50MB in size. 
 


[bookmark: _Toc215040781]Proposal Template
Excellence 
  
Objectives (max. 300 words) 
Describe the specific objectives of the project, outlining the expected outputs and results it aims to achieve, ensuring that they are clear and feasible within the proposed duration.
 
Relevance to the Mission objective (max 300 words) 
Explain how the project contributes to the goals of the EU Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters,” demonstrating the alignment between the proposed activities and the selected Mission objective(s). 
 
Gender equality and diversity (max 300 words) 
Describe how the gender and diversity dimension is integrated into your project, including early career involvement in meaningful ways, and how the budget and/or methodology considers those items.  

Ethics and Compliance (max 300 words)
Describe whether your project raises ethical issues (for example: human participants, personal data, environmental impact, community risks). Describe whether any approvals or permits are required (e.g., data collection, environmental permits) for the project to be carried out. If such issues are present, please provide a short description of mitigation measures. Please note that the above information may trigger an additional ethics review of the proposal (see also section 3.10 of the Guidelines for applicants).
[bookmark: _Toc215040782]Impact 
 
Strategy (max. 300 words) 
Explain how you plan to maximise the achievement of your objectives. Define measurable, realistic KPIs aligned with the project’s goals, and show how impact will be monitored and evaluated. 
 
Community engagement (max. 300 words) 
Explain how and to what extent the project addresses the needs or challenges of the local/regional community that you are addressing. Explain the measures taken to ensure engagement from the local/regional community. Outline the concrete benefits that the community will see from the project’s outputs.

Sustainability (max. 300 words) 
Explain how the project’s results will be sustained and expanded beyond its duration, demonstrating the potential for replication in other contexts and the mechanisms that will support long-term relevance and continuity. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc215040783]Implementation 
 
Structure (max. 500 words) 
Describe your entity’s/consortium’s competences, resources and the project team’s organisational structure, including roles and responsibilities. Explain the mechanisms that will be implemented to ensure proactive interaction within the consortium and with other (external) relevant stakeholders.  
 
Workplan (max. 300 words) 
Describe the project’s workplan, presenting the main activities, their sequencing, and how they contribute to achieving the objectives within the proposed timeframe. 
  
Milestones and Deliverables (max. 300 words) 
Identify the milestones of your project and describe the main deliverables, indicating timelines, dependencies, and responsibilities. 
 
Quality and risk management (max. 300 words) 
Provide a risk assessment identifying potential risks and limitations that may affect project execution, along with proposed mitigation measures. Define the quality management approach, explaining how quality will be assured and maintained throughout the project’s lifetime. 
 
Budget breakdown (no word limitation) 
Provide a budget breakdown to show how the financing will match your schedule and objectives. Please fill in the provided tables and accompany it with explanations when necessary. Describe how the project offers “value for money” for the proposed actions. Please note that the Guidelines for Applicants Section 2 “Mandatory Budget categories” details some mandatory actions for the project that need to be considered when designing your budget.

Budget Template 1: Please fill in for each partner and provide explanation in text if necessary:

	Participant Name
	Country
	Personnel costs
	Subcontracting costs
	Travel costs
	Equipment Costs
	Other goods, works and services
	Overheads
	Total Requested Budget

	Partner 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Partner 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	…….
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Budget template 2: Please outline the effort in person months per partner for the project. 

	Participant Name
	Total Person months

	Partner 1
	

	Partner 2
	

	…
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